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The Kant discussion is below. Your assignment is as follows: “Consider the example you provided in the Kant Discussion Board. How would Mill evaluate it? Be sure to use the text to support your claims.”
Jeremy Bentham and James Mill proposed an ethical theory of utilitarianism which says that every action should be directed on the direction of achieving the greatest happiness to the greatest number of people. In this quote, it means, every decisions taken is only good if it maximizes the happiness of the greatest number of the society. This theory is the moral system that they believed will be applied when making an ethical decision. Generally, this theory is focused on the natural instincts of humans in seeking pleasure and not pain. There are three main principles which explain Mill’s moral philosophy; artificial identification of personal interests with the rest of the people, universal egoism and the principle of greatest happiness (principle of utility).  
Mill suggested that, not only by looking in the usefulness of actions or things but also the extent to which these things/actions brings general happiness. Mill explains four basic principles of utility; first, the good of a society is the happiness of every person in society. Secondly, the purpose of morality is to enhance the goodness of society. Thirdly, a moral principle is only ideal if it maximizes the good of society. Lastly, the principle of utility would maximize the goodness of society if it leads to universal conformity. Therefore, to bring about goodness, people should choose decisions that maximize the happiness of society.
In the Kant discussion, Mill would evaluate the pleasure and the pain the society would face as a consequence of the action taken. In the dilemma of the obese woman being suck at the mouth of the cave, majority of people would focus on saving themselves over a sacrifice of one soul. The decision of risking the life of the woman may not be socially ethical, but it maximizes the pleasure of the society than the pain it would cause them. Therefore, Mill would support the sacrificing of the woman in saving the group of individuals in the cave. 


